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PRES'COTT, ARIZ., the county seat of
Yavapai County, 137 miles north of Phoenix,
on the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail-
road. The city is on an elevation of 5,340
feet, the plateau being larger than the state of
Connecticut, in a rich mining country, pro-
ducing gold, silver, tungsten and copper.
Stock raising and lumbering are important
industries. The city has a Carnegie Li-
brary, a courthouse, a Federal building, a
Masonic Temple, Saint Mary's Hospital and
Home for Children, Saint Mary's Sanitarium
and Saint Joseph's Academy and the Home
for Aged and Infirm Arizona Pioneers. Pop-
ulation, 1920, 5,010; in 1930, 5,517.

PEESCOTT, WILLIAM HICKLIITG (1796-
1859), an American historian of Spanish con-
quests in America, born at Salem, Mass.
When he was graduated from Harvard Col-
lege, at the age of twenty-one, he was nearly
blind, having entirely lost the sight of one
eye through accident and the partial loss
of the other through
overwork. With the
aid of readers and
secretaries he spent
several years in
literary research, in
the course of which
he published a num-
ber of essays. In
1837 he published
his first history,
The Eeign of Ferdi-
nand and Isabella.
It was received with
enthusiasm, both in WILLIAM H'
America and Europe. It was rapidly trans-
lated into French, Spanish and G-erman, and
its author was elected a member of the Royal
Academy at Madrid. Preseott's nest work
was the History of the Conquest of Mexico,
with a Preliminary View of the Ancient
Mexican Civilisation and the Life of the
Conqueror, Hernando Cortes, which ap-
peared in 1843 and was received with an
equal degree of favor. In 1847 he published
the History of the Conquest of Peru, with
a Preliminary View of the Civilization of the
Incas. Eight years later the first two volumes
of the long-expected History of the Reign of
Philip the Second, King of Spain, appeared,
and in 1858 a third volume was published;
but before the work was completed, Prescott
died from apoplexy, at his home in Boston,

Prescott ranks with Motley and Parkman
as an American historian of first rank. Since
his histories were written, American archae-
ological research has shown that the early
chroniclers on whom Prescott depended for
facts were unreliable; but in general the his-
torian's accounts ere accurate, and his style
is highly entertaining.
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES. The Constitution declares that
the law-executing department of the gov-
ernment shall be in the hands of a President
of the United States, who shall be chosen
by electors, and not elected directly by the
people; his term of office was fixed at four
years; he may legally succeed himself.
The system of electing the President and
Vice-President is not clearly understood by
many people. As a rule, we fail to see why
it would not be right that every legal voter
in the country should cast his vote directly
for President and Vice-President. The plan
adopted in the convention which framed the
Constitution was the result of a compromise.
One section demanded that the President be
elected by Congress, and that in the selec-
tion the people directly should have no choice.
Another faction desired to place the respon-
sibility fully upon the people by direct vote.
By the plan adopted, each state was em-
powered to choose by vote, a number of men
equal to its total membership in Congress,
and the men so chosen were to meet on the
same day all over the United States in the
various state capitals and there cast their
votes directly for President and Vice-Presi-
dent. If a state has ten Representatives and
two Senators, it is entitled to choose twelve
electors of the President and Yice-President.
Nominations. The young men and young
women of to-day have not failed to note that
every four years representatives of the great
political parties assemble in national con-
vention and nominate men for the offices of
President and Vice-President. About the
same time in every state in the Union the
people, either by direct vote or in state party
conventions, name for each party as many
electors of the President and Vice-President
as the state has representation in Congress.
When '^Presidential election" day comes, on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, -each qualified voter in the United
States is entitled to vote with the party of
his choice indirectly for President and Vice-
President of the "United States. However, if.